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Educational Objectives

The Wise Queen Seondeok

m Children (Ages 6-9)

- Goal : Learn about the wisdom of Queen Seondeok, which
helped her become a great ruler.
« Topic : Wisdom

m Queen Seondeok, Silla, Peony, Flower, Queen, Woman,
Female, Princess, King, Monarch

- Goal : Engage in the excellent history of Silla, Korea's past.
- Elements : Silla

- Goal : Listen to the story of Queen Seondeok and describe the
characteristics of flowers.

- Words : 0f|88C} (Pretty). 2 (Fragrance). 242 (Color).

- Expressions : T

D2tE2 of#0{R. (The peony was pretty.) .

SkO| LIX| Q40}R. (It doesn't have a fragrance.)

A0 CHAFSH Q. (The colors are diverse.)




Storytelling Activity Content

\ Greetings

Put your hands on your belly button! Greetings!
Hello, everyone. | am OOOQO, “The Beautiful Story Grandma”,
and I'm here to tell you an interesting story.

\ Understanding today’s topic

The story that | will tell you today is, hey title, come out, ttuk-
ttak! "The Wise Queen Seondeok”.

What do you think of when you hear the word “king”"? Do
you think of someone strong and with a loud voice? To lead a
country well, you need to be smart and wise. People wait
for the king's wise decisions. A wise king makes the country
strong and the people happy. Today's story is about the smart
and wise Queen Seondeok. Shall we listen to how wise Queen
Seondeok was?

\ Start the story with a song

Let's dive into the story of “The Wise Queen Seondeok"!

A 0ne, two, three, four! Let's begin the story! Let's all have a listen with
excitement. Are your ears perked up? Are your eyes sparkling?
One, two, three, four! We're off. Boom, boom!



Storytelling Activity Content

\ Story

A long, long time ago, there was a country called "Silla". In
Silla, there lived a king who was very tall and very strong.
He was so strong that once when he went up the stone
steps, three of them broke at once. The king worked hard for
his people. But as time went by, the king got very old.

“Oh dear! Who will be a good king after me?”

The king only had three daughters. In Silla, only men could
become king, so he worried every day about what to do.

“My oldest daughter is very wise she would make a great
queen! | should ask my advisors what they think!"

The king called his advisors to ask who the next king should
be.

“Since you don't have a son, we need to find another smart
and strong man.”

“Well, you may be right!”

After hearing his advisors, the king was very worried.

At that moment, the oldest princess spoke up,

“I' will follow in my father's footsteps and become the next
king!”

Everyone was surprised.

“No, that can't be. A woman cannot be king."

“That's right. A woman has never been a king.”

Despite the advisors' objections, the princess stood strong
and said,

e



Storytelling Activity Content

\ Story

“Why can't a woman be king? | am sure | can be a fine king.”
The advisors disagreed, but the princess did not give up.

One day, the king of a neighboring country sent a gift. It was a
picture of peony flowers and some peony seeds.

The peonies in the picture were red, purple, and white, and
they were very pretty and colorful.

“They sent such a beautiful picture of peony flowers. Haha! It
is a wonderful gift!”

“If we plant these seeds, pretty and fragrant flowers like in
the picture will bloom. Hahaha!"

Then the princess, looking closely at the picture, said,
“This flower is beautiful, but it won't have any fragrance.”
Everyone was surprised. The king smiled and asked,
“Hahahaha! How do you know that?”

“Because there are no butterflies in the picture. If the flowers
had a fragrance, there would be bees and butterflies around
them.”

“We'll see if you are right when we plant the seeds!”

The king planted the peony seeds and took great care of
them. Just like in the picture, the peonies bloomed beautifully
in red, purple, and white.




Storytelling Activity Content

\ Story

But indeed, none of them had any fragrance, and no butterflies
came around like in the picture.

“Hahahaha! it really has no scent! Hahahaha! You knew that
just from the picture. You are very smart!”

The king said.

“The wise oldest princess would make a great queen!”

The advisors praised the wise princess.

Finally, the oldest princess became the king after her father.
She was Queen Seondeok, our country’s first female king.
Queen Seondeok worked hard so that her people could live
well.

Queen Seondeok prepared her army well to be ready for
attacks from neighboring countries, “Baekje” and “Goguryeo”.
She also built a sky observatory called “Cheomseongdae”.
Thanks to Cheomseongdae, people could predict the
weather, which helped them a lot with farming. She also built
a nine-story wooden tower in Hwangnyongsa Temple. It was
a treasure that protected Silla.

Queen Seondeok truly loved her people and her country all
her life. Thanks to her, the people could live happily. Queen
Seondeok showed that even a woman can be a great king.
People still remember her even after a long time.
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Storytelling Activity Content

\ Introducing Korean culture and language

Did you enjoy the story that Grandma shared?

What kind of flower was the peony in the story? Right, the
peony flowers were pretty. They were red, purple, and white,
with many colors. But they didn't have any fragrance, so no
butterflies came to them.

Hey, guys, which country’s queen was Queen Seondeok?

Right, it is Silla. If you go to Gyeongju in our country, you
can see traces of Silla. There are big tombs where many kings
of Silla were buried. There's also Cheomseongdae, where
you can see the stars in the sky. You can see Bulguksa Temple
with its two big stone towers and Seokguram Grotto, made by
stacking stones. If you're curious about Silla's unique culture,
how about visiting Gyeongju? If you're curious about Silla,
check out the “Dorandoran Story Grandma's Bag of Stories”
website for more details!



Storytelling Activity Content

\ Wrap up

Let's summarize the story of “The Wise Queen Seondeok”
with Grandma.

In Silla, people thought women couldnt be king. But the
oldest princess didn't give up her dream of being a king. She
didn't fight with the advisors who disagreed. Instead, she
showed her wisdom with the picture of the peony flowers. The
advisors realized the wise oldest princess should be the king.
Everyone, let's try to be wise like Queen Seondeok. When you
have a problem, think ‘What would Queen Seondeok say or
do in this situation?”’

\ End the story with a song

Now, let's sing the farewell song as we say goodbye to
Grandma. Here we go, begin!

F0ne, two, three, four! We've listened well. Our hearts have warmed.
Ears are perked, eyes are sparkling, great job. One, two, three, four!
Goodbye. Boom-boom!

\ Say Goodbye

Put your hands on your belly button! Say goodbye!
Everyone, see you next time with “The Beautiful Story
Grandma.” Goodbye!



